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February 1 8-20.2008 - Durban. South Africa 

The eThekwini Declaration 

made at the AfricaSan cnnfcrcncc on Sanitation and Hygiene, 2008 during the 

lnternatiunal Year of Sanitation 

We, the Ministers and Head.; nf Dclcgalions responsible fcr sanitation and hygiene h.nm 32 African 

countries, together will1 senior civil servants, local governmeilt officjals, profession~ls from sector 

institutions, academia, civil sucietj, developtnent partners, and the private sector tzndcr the auspices of 

the African M iri  isters' Council oo Water and Sanitation (AMCOW j, and thc other co-hosts of 
AfricaSan at thc Sccond African Conference on Hygiene nrld Sanitation in Durban, South Africa, 
February 18-20,2006. 

o Rei-ogniz~ng that aapproxi~n~~tely 5XO r r ~ i l  lion more than 60% of Africa's population 

currently do not haye access to ~ a f c  rclriit~~iun; 
0 Min~vuI that an estir~lnted 1 million ACricans die every year from sanitatioll, hygienc and 

driillri~lg ~vater-r.tli~t~rl diseases, and that improving sanitation reduces d iseasc hurden and 
improves linuschulcl and national economic development; 

U Welourni~lg rht. International Year of Sanitation, ZOO# which scuks tu boost the importance of 
san i t~ t ion  and draw attention to the fact that sanitation is crilicdl to economic development 
find pclvsrty reduction; 

0 Aofmg that the associated human, social. hcal 1 h, environmental and infrastructural costs of 

inadequate sanitation are n rnajor cconorr~ic burden on African economies; that an ir~vr<trncnt 

in sanitation posit ivcl!' irrlpacls related development targets; 
u Heoignizing that sublainable access to sanitation is one of the h.1 illenniurn r)evclopment Goal 

targets, and that many governments have set their own gnnls h r  both sanitaliun snd hygiene; 
O Recogwiring that AMCOW has committed itself to lend Africa towarijs iichievement of the 

watcr and sanitation MDGs; 

Do hereby pledge ourselves to the followii~g "e'l'hekwini coiiirr~itrr~cnts un sanitation": 

1. To bring the messages, outcomes and commitments made at A TricaSan 2008 to the attention 

of the African Union at its 2008 Heads of State and CTovetliment Surnniit lo raise the profile of 

sani~elion and hygiene on the continent; 

. . - - - - - - 

' :qurse WHO-UINICEF Joint h4onitcr1r1g Pr~qr~rnme. 2000 



2. To support the leadership of AMCOW to track the implementatioi~ ul' the eThekwini 
Declaration and prepare a detailed report on progress in mid 2010, whcn AMCOW will 

provisionally host a follow up AfricaSan event; 

3 .  To establish, review, update and adopt national wanitalion and hygiene policies within 12 

months of AfricaSan 2008; establish one national plan Cur accelerating progress to meet national 

sanitation goals and the MDGr by 2015, and take the necessary steps to ensure ~latiol~al 

sanitation programs nl e on track tu mecl these goals: 

4. To increasc the profile n f  aanilaliun and hygiene in Poverty Reduction St ra teg  Papers and 

other relevant stratcgy rclated processes; 

5 I'o c~isure that one, principal, accountable institution takes clear tcadcrship of tlte national 

san itat iori portColio; establish one coordinating body with specific respnnsi bility for sar~italiur~ 

ant1 hygiene, involving all stakeholders. n~cluding but not limited to tlinqc rcsponsiblc for fin;lnr.el 

hcallh. nater, education, gender, and local governmet~t, 

6. To rsta blish specific public sector budget allocations for san itatlot1 artd hygicnc: prug-ams. Oirr 

aspiration is that these allocations should be a minimum of 0.5% or GDP Iur sanitation and 

hq'gjzne; 

7. To use effective and sustaiual~lc approaches, ruch as househuld and community led initiatives, 

ularketing for behavionr cl~arlgc, cJucalional programs, and caring for the environment, tvhicll 

11iake n specific impact upon Ihe poor, women, children, youth and tlie wserved; 

8. 1 o dcvclop and implement wanifatjun information. monitoring systems and tools to traclc 

twngru\+ a1 local and national levels and to ~vcrsk wit11 global and regional bodies to prodl~cc a 

rcgulrlr rcgiondl repot.l on Africa's sanitation status, the first of which to he published by mid- 

20 10: 

9. To recognize the gender and youth aspects of sailitation and hygicnc. arlcl itltolve women in all 

decision making levels so that poticy. strategy atid practice rdlcct gc~idcr sensitive approaches to 

sanitation and hygiene; 

19. To build and strengthen capaciq for sailitation a r ~ d  fiygicnc implcmenlaljon, including research 

and developtnent, a ~ ~ d  support kno\~lcrlgc: cxcllar\gc arid parhership development; 

1 1, l 'o give spccial attentiorr to collrltsics or areas n hich are emerging from conflict or natural 

disaster\; 

M'e hrther call on: 

1 .  Drvr/upmmt banks. rl-ft7lnrrl s~rpporrugfr~cics o r ~ d t h c p r i ~ ~ ~ ~ t e  secto~'ta increase their support to 

our efforts, provide financial and technical assistance for sanitatioi~ and I~?#giene prnrrlntio~~ and 

improve aid co-ordination in Africa. 
2. The Afiicafl Wtiota to support AfricaSnn 20I1X nr~d its follnw 1113 ~ ~ C > C C S S ,  I U  recognize this  

Declaratioll and to provide leadership as well nf ~itactical support in upcrfitiunalixing ihese 

commitments; 

3. Kegior?r~l ~lt?d nufiot1111 uctor~ to make use o f  the npportun i t ics ~ ~ m v i t I c t l  by t hc UN International 

Year of Sanitation 2098 to scale up effo~ts in sanitation and l~ygiene. 

And in recognition of this we make t l ~ ~ s  declaration on the 20th of February, 4 0 8 :  








